Video Notes: Renaissance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rCz7qxmO2hA
· The word “Renaissance” means rebirth and it is used to describe the rebirth of Europe that began in Italy in the early 1300s. It gradually spread northward and finally ended around 1650.
· People sought to improve their cultures buy bringing back learnings of Greece and Rome.
· New achievements in art took place in the Renaissance.

· New religions were born during the Renaissance through the Protestant Reformation.

· Advances in science expanded our understanding of the solar system, human body, and life itself.

· The Renaissance was the period when books first became widely available.\

· It was also what opened up the Age of Exploration.

Greece and Rome

· Renaissance was inspired by the achievements of Greece and Rome.

· Greece produced marvelous works of art and architecture and made advances in mathematics, science, government, and literature.

· At its largest, the Greeks reached to India and Egypt. Eventually Greece was overtaken by Rome but absorbed much of its culture.

· At its height the Roman Empire encircled the Mediterranean Sea.

· It had a highly organized military, government, legal system. It had roads, running water, and magnificent architecture.

· In 476 AD Germanic barbarians sacked Rome and pushed Europe into the Dark Ages.

Dark Ages: First Part of Middle Ages

· Barbarians took control across Europe. It is the first part of the Middle Ages (the time in the middle between the Roman Empire and Renaissance).

· The Greco-Roman culture declined and was almost forgotten. Only with the Renaissance did this culture become revived.

· The barbarians constructed primitive villages because the mathematics and engineering skills did not exist among the uneducated barbarians.

· The barbarians also lacked artistic skills.

· Although learning declined, the barbarians spread the Catholic Church. The only education and learning came from monks who copied ancient books and operated a few schools.

High Middle Ages

· Around 1100 A.D. the High Middle Ages took place. Ideas that came about in the High Middle Ages would eventually be those that inspired the Renaissance.
· Fine cathedrals and castles were built.

· The Catholic Church exerted vast power over nobles and commoners. More than 10% of the people of western Europe were part of the Church,

· Life was seen as a doorway into either heaven or hell. Art taught religious stories to the illiterate population.

· People focused on their inner religious life and ignored the physical world around them.

Renaissance Begins, Northern Italy 1300-1350

· In Northern Italy changes in life began to occur. In the Middle Ages people studied God. In the Renaissance people began to study earthly life.

· Humanism- the study of human life, which took place in the Renaissance became important. Scholars focused purely on reason rather than superstition, astrology, or mysticism to answer important questions about life and improve mankind. They actively looked to Rome and Greece as a starting point.

· Renaissance Humanists searched for ancient religious texts as well as points of guidance to better understand and improve mankind, the world, and the universe.

Italian City-States

· City-state is a small nation ruled by a noble.

· Venice grew powerful due to trade with Asia.

· Florence grew powerful as a financial center and center of art and literature during the Renaissance. Ruled by Medici family.

· Except for the Papal States, all Italian city states were ruled by wealthy elites.

· Thanks to patrons (investors or customers of art) like the Medici family- art flourished across Europe during the Renaissance.

Renaissance Art & Anatomy

· Artists developed individualistic styles of expression and worked to make realistic representation of people. In the Middle Ages people looked unrealistic. The Renaissance used depth and shading to make people look more lifelike.

· Renaissance artists also used perspective to create the illusion of distance.

· Renaissance art glorified the human body and many nude statues were created.

· Science into the structure of the human body was also advanced.

· In the Middle Ages dissection of the human body was illegal but in the Renaissance Andreas Vesalius became the “Father of Modern Anatomy.” He collected corpses and dissected them to illustrate accuracy in understanding the makeup of the human body

· Anatomy is the basis of modern medicine.

Part II

· Starting in the 1300s the Renaissance took hold. Although it was inspired by the Classical Greece and Roman civilizations, it was soon transformed into an age of experimentation, exploration, and innovation.

· By 1650 a number of important of long lasting changes had occurred like a more accurate understanding of the solar system had been achieved due to the invention of the telescope. The microscope in 1590 opened up a new micro-world that nobody knew existed. Advances were made in shipbuilding and navigation leading to the discovery of three new continents. The printing press spread knowledge through the mass printing of books. A movement of religious reforming took place leading to new protestant faiths. Even the medieval style town changed due to new advances in Renaissance architecture.

Renaissance Architecture

· Buildings provide insight into how people lived and interacted with one another.

· In Medieval times large churches and castles were built. Castles were nothing more than fortress homes of the wealthy built for defense. In the Renaissance buildings of beauty, comfort, and elegance were built or renovated from medieval castles. Buildings also had large windows to provide light to the rooms inside. Statutes also decorated these buildings.

· In Medieval times gothic churches were built. In the Renaissance, brighter, warmer, and happier church buildings (inside and outside) were built.

Scientific Revolution: Astronomy:

· Scientific Revolution radically changed people’s understanding of the earth’s relationship to the sun.

· Medieval people believed that the earth was stationary and at the center of the universe. This was the official teaching of the Church.

· In Medieval times, science was guided by the Church and mysticism rather than observations and experimentation that took place in the Renaissance.

· In the early 1500s Nicolaus Copernicus theorized that the earth orbited the sun every year and spun on its axis every day.

· In 1610, and Italian Galileo Galilei used the telescope to study the motion of the planets and prove Copernicus was right. However, because he said the earth was not at the center of the universe it contradicted the Church teachings. He was brought before the Inquisition and was forced to publicly declare that his theories were incorrect.
Printing Press

· Rapid growth in learning was made possible due to inexpensive printing of books. Up until this time, books were handwritten and were rarely found outside the church. In Germany in 1450 Johannes Gutenberg improved upon the moveable-type (letters made of metal) printing press. Once letters were set out (typeset) the text could be pressed.

· Regional languages began to be used for books rather than just Latin.

· Because books were more affordable, more people learned to read and write and owned books.

Reformation:

· A Catholic priest and professor, Martin Luther, became the leader of the Reformation- a religious movement that led to the birth of Protestantism.

· In the early 1500s Luther grew concerned with corrupt practices in the Catholic Church.

· In 1517 Luther posted his 95-theses to the door of the castle church at Wittenberg. He particularly questioned the sale of indulgences (church pardons for committing sins granted in exchange for cash). He also said that priests and popes sometimes made mistakes.

· Although he asked for reform, he was excommunicated instead.

· Many people believed that Luther was correct and people began to follow him instead of the pope. Protestants focused on a personal relationship with God and abandoned some Catholic practices.

· Protestants faced prosecution and repression in many places. It was a major factor in several wars and led many to immigrate elsewhere.

World Exploration

· In 1419 a program for world exploration began with the Portugal for African gold, salt, and ivory. They also wanted to find a sea route to Asia to control the spice, silk, and jewel trade.
· Prince Henry of Portugal established a school of navigation and exploration to promote the goals of exploration. They studied winds, currents, stars, and navigation tools. They also used a new smaller and sturdier ship. By his death Henry sponsored 50 expeditions.

· In 1498 Vasco da Gama finally reached India. Columbus had already made two voyages west across the Atlantic.

· Columbus discovered the Americas in 1492 and many European nations explored and settled across the globe, spreading Renaissance culture, religious ideas and inventions around the world.
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